CHAPTER XXVII
JAPAN
1    Structure and Rehej
THE Japanese Islands extend in two great arcs or loops
from Formosa to Sakhalin and number o\er a
thousand The six large islands are Sakhalin of which only
the part south of 50 belongs to Japan Hokkaido Honshu
Kyushu Shikoku and Taiwan (Formosa) Of the total
area of 148 000 square miles Honshu alone comprises 89000
or 60 per cent and Taiwan about 9 per cent Japan proper
is a line of folding thrust up along the margin of the Asiatic
block This fold is a line of weakness in the crust and for
this reason the whole area is highly volcanic Ranges rise
to 8000 feet with isolated peaks nsmg above them of which
FUJ* (12000 feet) is the highest As Japan is merely the
unsubmerged top of this great fold line the area of com-
paratively level land m the islands is very small and amounts
to on!y oue-qtiarter of the surf ace area. Three lowland areas
are of marked importance viz, the Kwanto Flam upon
which Tokyo and Yokohama stand the Kami Plain which
holds the large industrial populations of the Kyoto-Osaka
district and the Nobi Plain of which Nagoya is the centre
On account of the unstable nature of the crust m this
region earthquakes are remarkably frajueist and about 1 500
shocks are recorded every year The Pacific side of the
main islands is more susceptible to these disturbances than
the inner hue The most destructive shock m the worlds
history occurred cm this side m September 1923 wfeea 91JQOO
people lost their lives and enormous damage to pitjperty
occurred At least fifty active volcanoes are known to exist
m the islands but many more are merely dormant Hot
springs are found